Episode 7: The Fourth Guardian


They rode to the lake marked by the X. In front of the lake was a Moblin. Kevin looked at Link. "Allow me."


Kevin fired a blast from his Sword of Power & destroyed the Moblin. Kevin handed the Whistle to Link. "Here, Link," said Kevin. "You do the honor."


Link played a tune. Then he, Kevin, & Navi stepped out of the way as the whirlwind roared by. Navi pointed at the lake. "Look!" cried Navi. "The lake is drying up!"


"And look what's left behind!" Link said jubilantly.


At what used to be the bottom of the lake, a staircase could be seen going down under the ground. Link & Kevin looked at each other in triumph. Then the heroes descended down into the mysterious & challenging Level Seven labyrinth.


On Death Mountain, Mother Brain was not pleased at what she heard from the Moblin spy.


"Captain N & Link have entered the Level Seven labyrinth," said the Moblin spy. "What's worse is that a fairy now accompanies Captain N."


"What?!" said Mother Brain.


Then she looked at Ganon who seemed unaffected by the news that Kevin & Link had escaped the island labyrinth. He looked at Mother Brain.


"Do not worry, Mother Brain," said Ganon. "They will not get pass the Guardian of the Level Seven labyrinth!"


Mother Brain looked at Ganon. "What is it, Ganon?" asked Mother Brain.


Ganon rubbed his hands together. "It is the four-handed, man-eating, Mahandra!"


Mother Brain laughed. "Excellent, Ganon! Let's watch the destruction of Captain N & Link!"


Back inside the Level Seven labyrinth, Kevin didn't notice that he had stepped into the path of a spike Trap.


"Look out!" said Link as he pulled Kevin back as the Trap whizzed by. Kevin looked at Link.


"I was baiting it," said Kevin. "As it resets, we can make a dash for the center!"


The Trap moved back to its original position; Kevin & Link darted to the middle of the room. Link looked at Kevin.


"Now what we do?" Link asked.


Kevin pointed to the door of the next room that was guarded by a pair of Traps.


"We get as close as we can to the door without setting the Traps off & dash in," said Kevin.


Kevin & Link tiptoed as close as they could & dashed into the door. The Traps clanged together in behind them. Then Kevin, Navi, & Link headed into the next room. Once inside, the door slammed shut in behind them! Navi looked at Kevin.


"I don't like this!" said Navi.


"Neither do I," said Kevin.


"Heads up!" said Link drawing his sword & shield. "Darknuts!"


"Dang!" Kevin said drawing his sword & shield. "It looks as though we'll have to defeat them to open the door & continue through the labyrinth."


"There looks to be about five of them. That seems like even odds."


"These are not my favorite labyrinth-dwellers."


"What are?" asked Link. "The Wall Masters?"


"Get real," said Kevin. "The Stalfos are the easiest to beat."


"Oh. Remember to hit them in the back!" said Link. "That's the only place that they're vulnerable!"


"Right."


Kevin zapped the first Darknut, who had turned to face Link, in the back. It disapated. Link returned the favor by zapping the Darknut, who was about to strike Kevin from behind, in the back. It too disapated. Soon the other Darknuts were defeated. A staircase opened up. Kevin & Link headed down the stairs. There Kevin found his next weapon: a Magic Boomerang. Then they headed up the stairs & back into the room with the Traps.


As Kevin got near one of the walls, he heard a noise. Kevin looked at Link.


"What was that?" asked Kevin.


"It has to be the Mahandra!" said Link.


"The Mahandra?!" said Kevin. "That has to be the Guardian of this labyrinth."


"It's also one of the more dangerous monsters that Ganon has in his army."


"Yeah," said Kevin, "A four-handed, giant man-eating plant. It's 'hands' are its weakness. But as we take out each one, the Mahandra gets faster & meaner."


"If we put a Bomb in the center of it, that will blow it to smithereens in one blow!" said Link.


"Cool!" said Kevin. "We can sneak up on it if we blow up this wall. I can hear the Mahandra on the other side. It'll also save us some time instead of going through the other rooms on the map."


Link looked at the labyrinth map. "You're right! Stand back! I'm going to blast that wall open!"


Link threw a Bomb at the wall. With a thunderous Ba-boom! & a cloud of smoke, the wall was blown open, & the lair of the Mahandra could be seen. Link, Kevin, & Navi headed into the Mahandra's lair. There in front of them stood the Mahandra. Each of its four sharp-toothed mouths dripped with saliva as it slowly moved towards the heroes. Link pulled out a Bomb & tossed it at the Mahandra. The blast knocked off two of the mouths. The Mahandra writhed in pain & started to move even faster towards the heroes! Link & Kevin rolled in opposite directions, but the Mahandra went after Link since he was the one who threw the Bomb that had knocked two of its mouths off. Kevin seized this opportunity & placed a Bomb in Link's path. Kevin looked at Link.


"Link!" Kevin called. "When you get to the Bomb that I put down, jump over it & run over here!"


Link nodded. The Bomb was just in front of him & was about to explode. If  Link didn't jump soon, the Bomb would explode, & he would be knocked back into the jaws of the Mahandra. Link quickly jumped over the Bomb & ran over to where Kevin was. The Mahandra went over the Bomb just as it exploded, destroying the foul creature. Then they headed into the crystal chamber. Kevin destroyed the crystal generator. Kevin grinned at Link. "Four down..."


Link grinned at Kevin. "...& two to go!"


Kevin looked at the Map. "The next Guardian is in the Lost Woods. Looks like we'll need a Red Candle to burn away the entrance."


"Hey!" said Link. "Didn't we find a Red Candle in this labyrinth?"


"Of course! Let's get to that entrance!"

